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Motion: 

Motion: That the current wording in the Meeting Handbook on p. 10 be replaced with the following: 

“Open” and “Closed” Meetings

A CoDA meeting may be "open.” This means that anyone can attend. “Anyone” means codependents, non-codependents, students, or representatives of other organizations (including the media), etc. (It is expected, and may be specifically asked, that all such visitors agree to respect our need for anonymity and confidentiality.)

A “closed” group, however, is a group attended only by people who are codependent or who have the desire to develop healthy and loving relationships. Newcomers who think they may be codependent and/or have the desire to develop healthy and loving relationships can attend a closed meeting.

Focus Meetings

Meetings may additionally designate, on the meeting finder, the focus of the meeting in any way they wish so long as the four foundational documents are read at every meeting: The Preamble, the Welcome, the CoDA Steps and  the CoDA Traditions,. 

The Meeting Finder  shall state, in that case, “Information about such focus designations or other particulars will be available from the contact persons listed”  for those meetings.

However, Traditions One, Three, and Five direct us that no member of our Fellowship be turned away from any meeting, if there is no other meeting available to this person.

________________________________________________

Intent: 

To remove a section of the Meeting Handbook that was found to be confusing by many seeking to establish a meeting

To replace specific guidelines with more general ones closer to CoDA principles

________________________________________________

Remarks: 

This motion requires changes to: (please check any that apply)


By Laws


FSM P1

X
FSM P2


FSM P3


FSM P4


FSM P5


Committee Function

Comparison of Versions

Here is the current version as found in the Meeting Handbook, Fellowship Service Manual Part 2, with strikethrough of parts to be removed and additions in italics. 

“Open” and “Closed” Meetings

A CoDA meeting may be "open.” This means that anyone can attend. “Anyone” means codependents, non-codependents, students, or representatives of other organizations (including the media), etc. (It is expected, and may be specifically asked, that all such visitors agree to respect our need for anonymity and confidentiality.)

A “closed” group, however, is a group attended only by people who are codependent or who have the desire to develop healthy and loving relationships. Newcomers who think they may be codependent and/or have the desire to develop healthy and loving relationships can attend a closed meeting.

An open or closed group may be “restricted.” For example, a meeting may be listed as “closed - women.” In this example, only women who are codependent (or have the desire to develop healthy and loving relationships) may attend this meeting. Another example, a meeting may be listed as "open-Gay/Lesbian". In this example "Anyone" (as described above) may attend this meeting. It also means that this meeting may be designated Gay/Lesbian but it is still open to those who are not Gay/Lesbian.

Focus Meetings

Meetings may additionally designate, on the meeting finder, the focus of the meeting in any way they wish so long as the four foundational documents are read at every meeting: The CoDA Steps, The CoDA Traditions, The Preamble and The Welcome. 

The Meeting Finder  shall state, in that case, “Information about such focus designations or other particulars will be available from the contact persons listed” for those meetings.

However, in respecting the spirit of Traditions One, Three, and Five, we honor one exception. No member of our Fellowship shall be turned away from even a closed or restricted meeting, if there is no other meeting available to this person.

Background: 

This Motion was developed from a Motion presented by the Committee at CSC 2016 as a result of the suggestions by members of the CoDA Email Team and those answering phone calls to CoDA. (Cphone) which are permanent working groups associated with the Communications Committee. Their immediate contact with CoDA members helped them to realize the confusion caused by the current reading in the Meeting Handbook. 

At CSC 2016, the Motion was tabled for recrafting by a Committee member and several Delegates. That recrafting continued throughout the year by email and phone conferencing culminating with a presentation to the Committee. It took all that time to realize essential conflicts in the efforts to be specific, so this less specific proposal was accepted by both the Delegates involved and the Committee. 
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